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1. It would be very aifficult to describe the bitterness felt by Vietnsnese
over their betrsyal by the French who ere turning lsrge sections of the
country over to the Communists with mo defense.

2, ‘The feeling among the pecple is intensifled because the provinces being
evacusted by the Freach sre sbout 90% Romsm Catholic end the most bitterly
anti-Commmnist areas im the entire country. This situation is perticularly
ironlc becaunse the French enitered Indochlna in 1859 ostensibly to “protect
algsicnaries” apd in recent years the French have told troops going to
Indockina that thoir purpose is to *protect freedom, liberty, and Catholicism.”

3, There are well over one million Romén Catholics in north Viet Nem and a
total of over two million out of a total population of 20 million jn Viet Nem.

4, These people offer the best possibilities of resistance to the Commmnists.
The fact that meny have been anti-Fremch is no indication that they are mot
equally snti-Commmist. If they were supplied with srws snd other nilitary
sssistance by the US, I belleve they would be sble to put up an extremely
Pine defense against the Communists.

5, In thiz coonection I believe that &t leest 80% of the members of the Viet
Minh armed forcee are nationelists rather then Communists. The US could
achieve tremendous pepular support in Viet Nem if it issued a firm promise
that the independence of Viet Nem extended by France will not be Just &
scrap of peper and offered %o supply direct assistance to Vietnamese will-
ing to fight the Commpists.

6. Conversely, if the US came into the war without & strong declaration of
ite desire to help Viet Nem achieve full independence, it would be wis-
understood end resented by the Vietnamese people.

T. The Vietnamese would be greatly hesrtened by having the US train Vieinamese
troops to develop a strong national ermy, something which France has never
wanted,
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Only a fev zealous Communists, actually mot more than a handful in the
entire country, went to see partition of the couwntry and the US could
incur great good will by coming out strongly sgeinst partition of Viet Nem.

In addition, to the bitter anti-French semtiment among the Vietnamese people,
for generations the Vietnamese have alsc hated the Chinese, They have always
felt that they have Leen exploited by the Chinese, who have conirolled whole-
sale end retail distribution outlets. Even the Viet Minh troops could be
effected by anti-Chinese propasgende along this line.

The strong snti-Communist position of the Roman Catholic Church is evidenced
by the Catholic militia im North viet Nam, which bas given a very good
accomnt. of itself in a vumber of skirmishes with Communists.

One Cetholic militia group 1s under Bishop PHAM Ngoe Chi, bishop of the
diocese of Bul-Chw, neer Phat Diem. Bishop Cbi is very pro-US. He was
educated in Rome snd subsequently in France at the Catholic Institute of
Paris. He visit=d the US in 1950 with NGO Dinh Diem, the recenily selected
premier of Viet Nam.

Bishop Chi is pot a politlcel leader end he definitely does mot want to mix
religion and politics, but he feels strongly that he must defend his country
against the Communists.

Bishop LE Huu JTu likewise orgenized his own militla in 1945 and succesafully
defended a large area around Phat Diem ageinst the Communists until he turned
his troops over to Bao Dsai,

In 1951 all of the bishops in Indochina held a meeting in Hanol and issued

a letter to the Catholics of Indochina wernipg them on the dangers of Communisum.

The Catholics were told that in camscience they must not give any support to

‘the Communist Party which would enmable it to achieve power. In retaliation

the Communists murdered five priests and meny Cathollc laymen.

There are 1,555 native Vietnemese priests and seversl native Vietnamese
bishops. Most of ‘the mative clergy are anti-French, but all are anti-
Communists. .

The possibilitiee of resistance to Commmism sre zreater in Viet Nam than

in other of the associeted sitates jin Imdochina. Cambodia, with a populaiion
of four willion, is a Buddhist coumiry, almozz a theocrasy. Buddhiets have
no religious a.version to Commmism as such, but where independence is con~
cerned the country would come first. I think that Cambodia could likewise
be rallied to defense of the country a.gainst the Communists :’Lf it were
promised complete independence from the French.

The same situation applies to Lacs with its population of ome million, al-
though there has never been sg strong a feeling for independence in lLaos
a8 in the other stales.

The fuﬁdamenta.l key to the whole problem of establishing sctive and effective
resistence to the Communists in Indochina is full and complete imdependence
of all of Indochina from French colonialism,

Next in iwportance 1s the-necesaity of putting the coumtry in the right
hands as far as leadership is concermed, with no play boy or Fraecophile

leaders arbltrarily put at the head of government.
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